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SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE 
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AGENCIES OF U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Washington, D.C, March 18-13, 1946 


Oricin and Purpose of Conference 


_At the suggestign of rural church leaders, M. L. Wilson, Director 
of the Federal Extension Service, invited some of the rural church leaders 
to meet with representatives. of the Department of Agriculture (1) to dis- 
cuss problems and programs of rural life which are of concern to both of 


- these groups, (2) to bring about a better understanding of the rural pro- 


grams of church groups and the activities and contributions of agricultural 
agencies, and (3) to explore apportunities for collaborative effsrts between 
agricultural agencies and rural church groups to improve farming and rural 
life, 


Procedure 


. The round-table discussion method was used durine the four 22-hour. 
sessions of thé conference, After the introducttry statements by Dr. Landis 


and Director “ilson, the discussion leaders directed the sroun toward ex- 


ploring (1) problems on which church leaders desired assistance from the 

USDA agencies, (2) services available from the agencies and how to obtain 
them, (3) organization and content of rural church programs, and (4) projects 
and programs in which the church leaders and agency representatives have a 
common interest. 


Opening Statements by Landis and ‘Jilson 


High points in the remarks of Dr, Benson Y. Landis, of the Federal 
Council of Churches, are as follows. Rural churches have had an interest 
in the whole community. The conference is to be informal and exploratory 
in nature, There are common interests between the rural church administra-— 
tors and people in the Department ef Agriculture, The Department once pub- 


‘lished a bulletin, Rural Church and Cooperative Extension “ork. For seme 


years the churcnes, Catholic aad Protestant, have conducted summer schools 


‘ for the clergy. Some of the schools are held at land-crant colleges and 


serve te increase the contacts between workers in the rural churehes and 
the people working in agriculture, Representatives of the celleges of arri- 
culture and the U. S. Department ef Agriculture teach in these schools, 
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Some of the key ideas presented by Director M. L. Wilson are sum- 
marized. The Federal Department of Asriculture covers the whole realm of 
arriculture. Its activities are divided into four different svheres. me 
deals with research in connection with sciences involving agricultural pro—- 
duction and the economic and social aspects of agriculture. Another sphere 
deals with regulatory matters, such as the inspection ef meats and slaughter- 
houses, and the carrying out of acts of Congress of a protective nature in 
relation te agriculture and in relation to the health of people, plants, and 
animals. A third phase, commonly called the action er service agencies, in- 
clude the Production and Marketing Administration (activities formerly with 
the AAA and those having to do with wartime and marketing), the Farm Security 
Administration, the Sail Conservation Service, the Farm Credit Administration, 
the Rural Electrification Administration, and a few others. 


The fourth grouo ef activities, vrimarily educstional in nature, in- 
volve translatine the scientific and. other factual knowledge developed in the 
Department of Agriculture to the farm veonle in such a form that it is unified 
and directly related to their lives, In this field the Cooperative ®xtension 
Service plays its part. It is cooperative in the sense that the Department 
of A Agriculture, the land-grant college in each State, and the counties work 
clesely together in the extension pregram which is developed largely by farm 
people on the basis of their local needs, 


During the past decade several milestones of pregress had been passed 
in educational services to farm peopvie--the 75th anniversary of the creation 
of the Department of Agriculture, the 50th anniversary qf the experiment 
stations, and the 25th anniversary eof the Extension Service. When the agri- 
culture, building, in whieh the meeting was held, was constructed, it was de- 
cided to name Sections after some person or some idea that typifies the spirit 
and services of the Department. One of the bridges across to the main buidd- 
ing was named in honor of Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, who had much to do with the 
development of demonstration as an effective netnoe of extension. The other 
arch was named after James("Tama Jim" )Yilson, Secretary of Agriculture for 16 
years. The auditorium was named after Thomas Jefferson, the father of the 
idea of using science in farming. in this country. He was well read in the 
sciences related to agriculture. He recognized the need fcr feeding the soil, 
and the contribution of agriculture to the expansion of democracy. 


Much progress has been: made in extension work, but there is still much 
to.be done. ina third ef a century, akout 10 million boys and girls have: 
been ayn 4-H Clubs, many of whom are now farmers and farmers' wives. Home 
demonstration work nae “tg steadily expanded, Now reaching about two-thirds 
of the counties. The: enston proerams and the educational activities of 
other agricultur2] egencics have reached most of thé farmers arid have brought 
changes in. their attitude eas. scence “in scricultur2, and their understand—- 
ing of it. Methods of production have changed, and standards of living have 
risen. , ue vt, 
The people who work the land and care for growing things are constant-— 
ly in touch with the mysteries of nature and the processes of life. Such a 
relationship between man and nature causes farm people to have a material 
interest in religion and 4 wholesome attitude teward it. 
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The agricultural colleges and the Department of Agriculture have 
always emphasized a balanced program for farming. By a balanced program 
we refer to the emphasis and relationships of the forces of science, of 
education, and of religion, as they are related to individuals and rural 
communities... Tne representatives of the Department of Agriculture are, 
consequently, interested in meeting with the representatives of the various 
religious groups that are interested in rural life. 


A Few Significant Statements en the Rural Church 


During the 2-day meeting, many significant statements were made. A 


‘few are sumarized below, 


1. Churches have © deep concern about soil conservation, the prosperity 
of farmers, and rural welfare, Poor land means poor people and poor churches, 
There is a definite relation between the rebuildine of soil and the rebuilding 
of human beings. 

2. Cooperation among the churches is being extended. Many of the 
Protestant churches work together in the Federal Council of Churches, the 
Home Missions Council, and the International Council of Religious Education, 
These have a joint committee on town and caquntry. Lutheran churches co-— 
operate in the National Lutheran Council, The Pretestant and Catholic bodies 
work together in many ways, such as preparing the recent pamphlet, Man's 
Relation tp the Land. 


5. Church bodies are increasing their interest in the rural church, 
Seminaries are adding rural departments. Denominations have established 
national and State rural church committées. The in-service schools and in- 
stitutes are being given greater attention. 


“Ay ubaining une. clepey fer’ rural ‘Lite, “we tere nov attempting to 
make them agricultural specialists. We do, however, want them to understand 
enough about farming and rural life to be able to give general agricultura 
guidance and encourage church members to use agricultural s2rvices. 


5. The urban church is concerned about the rural church--its effective— 
ness in reaching people and the attitudes it creates—-since about one-half of 
rural ysuth move to cities for jqb épportunities. 


6. The-church leaders, and especially the lecal clergy, have @ grea 
effect upon the attitude af the church members toward sciencitic agriculture 
and community life. 


Farm peonls tend to think and 2ct on the basis of previously acquired 
ideas, elY too frequently “int iuenced “by “prejudices “and ‘biases, “The%clerpy 
can assist in developing receptive attitudes toward facts, idsas; and opin- 
ions, and toward changes in the economic and cultural life. 


7. Educational leaders are uncertain how to work with church groups, 
since there are so many different bodies. Church people, also, are confused 
about the functions and relationships of the Federal and State agricultural 
agencies and the number and activities of the farm -and cooperative organiza-— 
tions, Experience is the best way of obtaining answers to this situation, 
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1 leaders may need to take the lead in meking contacts with 
ers, 


ra 
ade who, in many communities, are not working together. 


ae 


There is a shortage of rural ministers. The young clergymen 


tend to seek town and city churches. The seminarics are not training suf- 
ficient ministers to provide far replacements. The shortage of ministers 
trained for rural life is especially acute, since few seminaries have rural 
departments, Seminaries, in general, woe an urban viewpoint. 


Ministers need a broad training in rural life. such as that provided 
by the agriculture colleges. Few ministers, however, come from the agri- 
cultursycolleges:. 
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The tenure of many ministers in rural communities is only @ te 
hardly time .to become, acquainted with.the neonle and their in- 


sti ot ana b°liefs. 
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The pastors are concerned with finding more effective methods of 


the landless farmer-——farm labor, croppers, and migrants. 


‘The ‘philosophy aay eyes of rural life are not well understood by 


ministers or rural padple. ed.to. further develop a constructive rural 
philosophy amone the pe ‘ovle on ee land, : 


12. 


The rural church leaders want to make greater use of the services 


of the Federal and State ; agricultural ape and obtein impreved mutual 
understanding with 4211 the forces in rural life. 


' Prozrems_ and Activities for Coove neers uffort of Rural 
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(4). gNationals 

(2) Regional, 
(S)ipuStatber 

(4) County or lacal. 


trawainy of Pars. clergy. 


(1) Preservice, Coonrrative relatiogships include seminary 


student S spending 2 semester or more at apricultural colleges, faculties of 
agricultural colleges teaching courses at seminaries, and publications and 


materials 


from agricultural agencies for use in classes at seminaries, A 


few cooperative programs between ete ga: colleges and seminaries are 
in operation. 


(2) In-service. 


2, Schools and institutes of a few days to a few weeks. 


If.schools are held at an agricultural col: college, church leaders should help 
in promotion and in planning the procedure and courses. For those eld at 
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a seminary, denominational colleve, or camp, the USDA agencies and the agri- 
cultural colleges’ can provide lecturers, resource persons, and publications, 
Of the approximately 180 schools held in 1945, 16 were held on the campuses 
of agricultural colleges. . 


. b. Extension classes in the cammunity. Such classes might 
be organized for 1 day a week during the winter months and be handled jointly 
by representatives of church groups and the agricultural forces. The courses 
or meetings should be directly related to the problems of the local churches 
and the community. Tuskegee Institute end other Negro colleges are experi- 
menting with such extension clzesses, 


5, Reseerch on the rurel church, The ar-riculturel axneriment stations 
and the esricultural agencies have funds which might be used to obtain certain 
types of information on rur2l churches. Cooperation in research proj°-cts with 
Seminaries, denominaticnal colleges, and church bedies might be considered, 


Much of the material on rural churches is not assembled in us2ble form, 
A book of readings on the rurel church might be prepared to provide a balanced 
picture for rural leaders, 


4, Membership .on community councils and committecs. 

CT NS 4 

(1) Representatives of agricultural forces on denominational and 

interdenominational rural church committees, on county church councils, and 
on church programs, 


(2) Represent2tives of the clergy on county egricultur21 .com- 
mittees, on community committses, and an agricultural pragrams. 


oe Activities fin cammunities.,. The agencies with representatives in 
the county or district, such as the Extension denvice,) Field Servicesei he _ 
Production and Marketing Administration, Farm Security Administration, Soil 
Conservation Service, Farm Credit Aaministration, and the Forestry Service 
can arrange for local demonstrations and field trips in cosperation with 
church groups. Rural churches sponsor adult educ:tional programs in which 
Specialists from the agricultural agencies could be mare frequently used, 
The agricultural specialists can materially assist in Rural Life Sundays, 
and gather similar events. : 


6, Preparation of Sundey school lesson materials. ‘The people in 
aericulture could provide exammles from farm Life for use by those preparing 
Sunday school lessons for rural churches Sugrestions on. methods of teach- 
ing Sunday school :classes could also be prepared by the waerkers in agri- 
cultural education for usé by those training Sunday school teachers, 


7. Special problems for joint study. Joint cammittées and conferences 


of churches and agricultural agencies could study what churches might do on 
the following agricultural problems: 


(1) Land-tenure policies 2nd pregrems to strengthen the family 
Paris 


(2) Religious end economic life of low-income farmers, especially 
labor, misrants, and share croppers, 


vey: ee 


(3) Health and nutrition fer the rural family. 


(4) Programs to maintain and build soil fertility, and use land 
resources wisely. 


(5) Cooperatives and cooperation in farm end community life. 
(6) Understanding of community and international relations. 


(7) Rurel rhilosevhy for people on the land. 
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Information Wanted by Rural Church Leaders 


» From USDA Agencies 


1. Bibliography of rural-life literature. A request from a rural 
church executive started plens for the preparation of such a bibliography 
under the direction of « USDA committee. The bibliography will probably 
be distributed by the USDA and through library extension services, Church 
-groups could reproduce sections for their use. 


hie Publications describing the agricultural agencies—tneir functions, 
how they op:rate, and how they can be used by church grouns. A brief publica- 
tion is needed to give the over-211 picture of the USDA. f more complete 
descrintive story from each agency could be wed, 


3, Plan and procedure for distribution of information on publications, 
literature, and films of the USDA. ' 


(1) To bring files of desired publications up to date, 


(2) To obtain current publications as released, including mimeo— 
graphed materials end speeches, 


Before the war a list of available USDA publications was prepared 
annually. Some of the agenci*s send out check lists, monthly or Less fre- 
quently. A monthly list of USP pudlicetions is prepared. Samnle copies 
may be sent with s subscripvtion blank for such reevlar publications as the 
Land Policy Peview, Toreien ‘ericultur?, and Soil Conservation. The srural 
church leaders are interested in 2 wide variety of agricultural publications. 


4, Press service to church papers. Many ef the church papers could 
make effective use of the regular press services of the USDA. 


5S, Visual aids. Many clergymen wish to obtain net only usable visual 
materials, but also infermation on the preparation and use ef their own ma- 
terials. ; ; 
6G, ~ Information on specific topics, such as: 
(1) How rural churches can assist in soil conservation. 


(2) “Effect of a sugar tariff on Cuba. 


(3) Effects of. the shifts ef population during the war. period 
on agriculture, en 


RL a 
(4) Haw to set up a health cooperative. 


(5) Service programs to assist farm labor and share croppers. 
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(6) How to develop receptive attitudes toward agricultural 
science, 


“(TY Bow es eee “he “heseintemn-number~of -peoole “or the land, 
though not full-time farmers, and yet obtain adequate living standards. 


(8) Leisure activities in rural areas. 

(9) Type and size of Peay farms, 

(ieiee tse of social processes for constructive community improvement. 
(11) Function 2nd place of agricultural villages. 


2). General information on agricultural situation. 


ala 


(as) What should the church do for the farm home and family? 


(14) What it is about rural life that makes for character buildine. 
= ahs) Interpretation of economic and gocial facts in terms of ace 
Wine s and pregrams of rural churches. © 
age (16), Pestwar prigg agg.preduction prospects for agriculture. 
. a : af enn 
; Infarmatign Wanted by Representatives ef USDA From 
By wh e4 .., the.Rural. Church Leaders 


,1. ‘Deserintion of rur2l church prosrams—the educational activities 
-of rural church crouvs-——-organization and procedures, emehases. How churches 
- disseminate information on SCO ee and: agricultural topics. 

& 


ic pxbists of rural church leaders--national, State, diocese, synod— 
to make contacts with and work with on State and community programs . 


oe Facts on the rural church and religious situatien in various 


sections ef. the country—problems, Sg sacar 


gaily es of infgrmatinn wanted. by various church groups, and how to 
distribute publications and films and provide ‘other se srvices te euch: gréups. we 


y .qcaw> aacurrent information on rural _chure h programs, Several denomtnation— 
al and. interdenominational publications, especially prepared for rural church 
leaders, are available. Sample gublications of rural churches would be =) 


value to the agricultural agencies. 
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Persons Attending Conference of Rural Church Leaders 


Alfred C. Bartholomew 
@dwin L. Becker 


Edgar B. Brossard ' 


John W. P. Collier, Jr. 


Ralph &. Felton 
James S. Foley 


William J. Gibbons, wesc! 


Garland A. Hendricks 
Karl S. Henry 
W. H. Jernagin 


Richard H. Johnson 
Bs Ye Landis 


da da Leary 
Luigi G. Ligutti 


Clarence W. Lokey ~ 
Edith E. Lewry 
James McKeown 


I. W, Moomaw 


John O'Grady 


Don F, Pielstick 
Luther. P. _Pewell 
ab « *- 


anes S. Randolph 
John C, Rawe, S.J. 


John H. Reisner 
Harry V, Richardson 


. 0. G. Salveson 
Claude J. Snyder 
Mrs. Chandler Tatum 


Thomas Alfred Tripp 
H. Barton Van Vliet 


Representatives. ef Agencies 


and 


Of Leo wS artment 


Nashington, D. C., March 12-15, 1946 


Organization 


Pastor, Evangelical & Reformed Church 
Disciples of Christ 


President, Washington Stake, 
ef Jesus Christ of Latter—Day 
Saints 
Student, Drew University 


Rural Church Dept., Drew Seminary 
Nat. Cath. Rural Life Conference 
"America", Natl. Cath. Weekly 
Pastor, Southern Baptist 

United Lutheran Church ~ 
National Baptist Convention 


Methodist Church*Negite Pregram 
Federal Ceuncil of Churches 


Netie Geran gh me aeewercy) Life Conference 
Sec., Nat. Cath. Rural Life. 


EXEC 
Conference 

Methodist Bd. of Home Missions | 

Home Missions Council 

Board of Domestic “issions—Prot, 
Episcopal Church, Drew Forest 

Churen Of tne Bretnren 


National Cath. Yelfare Conference : 


Home Missiens Council 
Student, Drew University 


Bd. of Natl, Missions, 
Church, USA 
Cardinal Gibbons Institute 
Christian Rural Felléwship 
Tuskegee Institute © 


Representing National Lutheran 
Council 

Secy. Rural Church Dept., Evan-— 
gelical and Reformed Church 

Methodist Church 

Congregational Boards 

Field worker, Baptist 


of Agriculture 


Church 


Presbyterian 


iddress 


222 S, Downey Ave., 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


1628 Columbia kd., 
NW, Wash., DB. C. 

202 High St., 
Cranfierd, N. d. 

Madison, N, Jd. 

Mt, Holly, N. J. 

329° W. 1loS8th St., N.Y. 
Apex, N. C, 

g51 Madison ive., N.Y. 

1341 3d Stee Wes 
Wash., Ds © 


‘St. Inigoes, Md. 
Woedward Bldg., 


Yash., Us G. 
Datonsville, Md. 


Des Moines, Iowa 
150 Sth Ave., NY.C 
297 4th Aves, oN.Y.C. 


Madison, N. Jd. 
2e S, State Ste, 
Rigin, Ji is 


1312 Mass, Ave,, N.W., 
wash DyGs 

297 4th Ave., N. Y. C, 
9-18th fve,, Paterson, 


New ds 


156 5th Ave., N.Y. C. 


Ridge, Md, 


156 Sth ave; N.. Te Ce 

Tuskegee Institute, 
Wieete 

Flandreau, S. D. 

172C Choute au Ave., 
St, Louis, Mo. 

150 5th Ae «, N. Ys CG 

287 4th ves, N. Ye Oe 

500 Jordan Ave., 
Montoursville, Pa, 


Name Organization Address 


Thomas L. Ayres USDA Production & Marketine 
Administration Washington, D. C. 
Clara Bailey USD* Extension Service Washington, D. C. 
Te Oe BUuLe USDA Soil Conservation Service Spartanburg, 5. C. 
Harold Christie USDA Farm Security Administration Washington, D. C. 
Emily C. Davis USDA Bureau of Human Nutrition & Home 
Economics Washington, D. C. 
H. M. Dison USDA Extension Service Washington, D. C. 
Douglas Ensminger USDA Extension Service and Bureeu of 
Agricultural Economics Washington, D. C. 
Ward W. Fetrow USDA Farm Credit Administration Washington, D. C, 
Ralph M. Fulghum USDA Extension Service Tashington, D. C, 
W. Gifford Hoag USDA Farm Credit Administration Washingten, D. C. 
Hans S. Hoiberg USDA Farm Security ‘dministration Washington, D. C, 
R. “, Hudgens USDA Farm Security Administration Washington, D. C. 
Stephen C. Hughes USDA Farm Security Administration Washington, D. C. 
P. V. Kepner USDA Extension Service Washington, D. C. 
Margate Kienast SDA Forest Service Washington, D. C; 
Willard Lamphere USDA Productinn & Marketing 
A@ministratien Washington, D. C. 
James F. Miles USDA Extensirn Service Yashington, D. C. 
Werner P, Meyer USDA Extension Service Washington, D. C. 
J. DB, Pope USDA Farm Security Administration iashington, D. C. 
William Cs Pryor USDA Soil Censervation Service Washington, D. C. 
Mary Rakahr USDA Extension Service Washingtem, D. C. 
Charles A. Sheffield USDA Extension Service Washington, D. C. 
E. H. Shinn USDA Extensien Service Washington, D..C. 
Fred Shoder USDA Forest Service Washington, D. C. 
Ray Smith USDA Bureeu of *pricultural Fconomics “"ashington, D. C. 
Glen L. Taegert USD* Office of Foreich ‘ericultural 
Relations Washington, D. C. 
F, J, Thackrey USDA Bureau of zgricultural Ecenomics “Yashington, D. C. 
Q. Ulrey USD. Bureau of Agricultural Economics “Yashington, R. C. 
Paul L. Vogt USD. Bureau of Agricultural Economics Washington, D. C. 
Gertrude “arren USDA Extensitn Service Washington, D. C, 
R. L. Webster USDA Office of Information Washingten, D. C. 
M. L. Wilson USDA Extension Service Washington, D. C. 
B. Youngblood USDA Office of Experiment Stations Washington, D, C, 
Joseph <:ckerman Farm Foundation 600 S. Michigan Ave 
: Chicago, Ill. 
Frank Cyr Columbia University New York City 
John H. Davis National Council of Farmer Cooperatives 1731 Bye St., N.W., 
! Washes, Ds Gg 
D. L. MacDonald fmerican Institute of Cooperation 460 Drexel Bldg., 
) Philadelphia, Pa, 
Raymond Y, Miller «merican Institute ef Coeperction Drexel Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 
C. Maurice "ieting National Council of Farmer Cooperatives 1731 Eye St., NuWes 
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